magine being in a busmess whera

o emgknypeed reser asked Tor g

raise, never gocfed off an the job,
niver demanded thal you renegobate
ther contracts, worked Séven dis
a week (or howewer many hours you
worked, did whabieer job needed 1o
bex dane and never ook 8 sck day.
Sound bk a busness owner's plopsa?
Well, thd is exactiy what the famers
in Switzesland had i the days be
[ore e develiopment of mechanized
tramiport,

The Grosser Schweier Sennen-
hund or Greater Swiss Mourtain Dog.
ti: baigeat of the tiaditional Swrid
Sennenhurds, was a guand dog.
drover and dralt dog for the dairgmen
in the Swiss Alps. On any green day,
the dog might be called upon bo haad
it [armer's prodiucts o marketd, drve
the caftie from ore mountan pashune

event a woll or @ o fancied a mial
of besf or more lkely, & veal dnnes,
The eary Swiss farmers, Cefis,
staried sclectng the bigpes! dogs trom the small “harl-
hunde® to peotect thew Ivestock against the wild aromals,
The Celts were also known o breed catile so some of the
dags were used 1o drie the cattle irom one place 1o an-
other. When the Romans oocupied Switzesiand, the Caltic
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faemers remaned along with their Ivestock and their dags.

Ch. Whisperimg Palm's Happy Ending CORA IND NWPD
MK VGES ["8olly") amother of Carmaody’s Swissbes, hones
heer herding shills with the sheep that Carmady keeps on
heer property on Lomg Isdand,

10 Bicg Mere

Ch. Whispering Palm’s Heaven Can
Walt CD [HD NWPD Y65 ["Halo™)
and Ch Macalphine's Blachberi
to ancther and defend the cows in the  Bramdi CD RN [HD NWPD VGES

["Brandi*) on a hike with owner

BY M.J. NELSON

There is one theary that the Semenhunds
were descendants of the Molossean dogs, &
large Mastiff type dog that may hawve accom:
panied the Romass on ther farays theough the
Alps n the first century B.C, However, some
doubt has been cast on that possible origin
by recent scientific indngs which stabe (fal
the Foman Mastilf argn for these breeds was
based on a single dog skull, Thes skl was
found bo have been buried nearly 1,000 years
after e Romans had departed. A second
thecey s that the Phoerecians brought large
dogs with Bhem 1o sefllements m Spain, These
dogs later ifluenced the developmenl of the
Spanich Mastf, Great Pyrenees and fnally the
large Senss broeds, Buf, shll anathier pos sty
is that a large breed existed in central Europe
a5 [ar back as the Neolthic penmod. In all Bkel
Feapd, thee Romans eventually browghl thesr
dags to the alpine regions and these dogs
very probably wene bred wilh the dops 1had
WETE I BEiSence in the aea at the time,

Farm dogs in cendral Eumope for centuries
served as walchdogs and profectors for the
fasrn. Thay were also used to dee cattle rom
o2 place to another as ths i something that
i5 very casy for & dog fo keam, In some areas, they were
used bo pull carts. The big farm dogs were used 1o bring
milk to the cheese factories. The resull was that many ol
ihese dags wens wery wersalile and this versabiity has per-
sisted teough the generations to the present day.

The Greater Swiss Mountain Dog & ono of the breeds
that has relaned Bhe versatiity, b addbon b bemng very
skiled as draft dogs, many Swissies are exceflent herding
dags and packing dogs. Some Swssy owmers furve decded
to wie these skils, " wanfed a large dog thal was good lor
hiking and chedience, Since Swissies were originally bred fo
b faern dogs, | Ehought they'd be good al bosh, Because |
Ik to hike, hawng my dog be a pack dog was pretty much
# matural move. Bul, snce they wene fam dogs, | also decod
ed bo By herding.” Said Kelly Nesin who daes Oh Markees
Green with Ervy CO RE WD WAND VGES |"Tilan™) and Ch.
Matterhom Whispenng Palms Pleiades RA JHD MyPIWWD
{"Fury."] “Whale Swissies can b @ bif stubborn, they geres-
ally wank to please you and they are also very food mot-
vated, Whiks herding apitude vanes from dog to dag, thene
are soime [hat e nabwals. i the dog has & shiong hendng
instinct, it is a matter of shaping that instinct so you have
corrtrod of the dog. The hardest part 15 geting the dog o
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learn that Sometimes they R 10 Slop and wat betore
they et io herd again. Stopping and waiting isn't much
bun for i diogs S0 they need 10 laam the] they have to
wait before they get to play. Swisskes are pretty smart
50 mias] dogs catch on o thes tarly quickly, Sametmes
you get & dog that is pat interested in herding at 21 and
thary igncee the sheep. With these dogs, you have fo take
a few infroductions belore they get mierested in herding
sheep, Another thing that works someSmes is putbng a
second dog that really finds herding exciting in with the
desinterested dog. Thes frequently turns the light on for
Ehe dag 1hat is nod inlerested n herdeg, Howeees, i is
impartant i fake herding lessons with sameona who is
accusiomed i herding with large dogs belore you start.
Haoaever, since most people can't get access to stock
without taking lessons, this usualy is nol much of &
issue.”

Laurie Canmody, wha owns Ch Whisperng Palm's
Happy Ending CO RA IND MWPD MDD W55 "Mally™L, Ch
Whispening Paim's Hearven Can Wt CD JHD MWFD VG5S
("Hala™) and Ch Macalphing's Blackben Brands CD RN
JHD WP VG5 (Brand) agreed. “The dog's desing
b Bt deépends on e dag 5 15 e case with modd
bereds. Maost Swissies have enough ‘prey drive’ to herd,
Ther 5tyle of herding e that of o drower, They pushy
derer stock. One thing Fve found is that some peaple are
surpnsed 1o see & lage dog that can berd, When mast
people think of a herding dog. they think Border Colies
o Agrstrakan Shepherds, nat o Swissy, The one dithiculty
all herding enthussiasts face s fnding traning faciities,
Thay arg few and far betaeen and herdng tnals are also
in sheet supply, That's whey | keep a small Nock ol sheep
at my home on Long Istand, This means | can mot only
b ey cram ckags but | can offer herding instngt tests
and lessons bo other peoole who want to start herding
wath theer dogs.”

There is considerably kess trainng imobied in teach-
ing & dog to be a packing dog. “Packing is mane a mat:
ter of conditienng than armything else " said Mesan. "Swes-
sing |ove 10 wear their packs. My bays bark whien hay
e e packs because, 1o them, the pack means a long
el and what dog doasn’t ke b go for a long walk?
It's realy just & matbes of finding fime to ga ool and hike
with your dog. Wou gradually increase the wesght the dog
i carrymg as they get mone condiboned, Most people
that pach a kot hihe with weight at least twice a week for
&t least fve miles, | try and get cuf once & week wiih
packs but my dogs run five mies a day with me almost
every day 50 Ehey are aiready in great shape. Far the
occasonal dog that doesa Bee the pack an them even
with i wsight, try diflerent styles because the straps
fit diflerently depending on the shape of the dog. Jus
harang the dog wear the amply pack arcund the howse i
soemetimes enough 1o get them used 1o 4. It is mpariant
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Titan [Ch Markee's Green with Envy € BE WrDK
WWID VEE), oae af Kelly Kevin's Swissies, dhows ha hos
a natural instisc for berding.

16 ke sune e dog e bl grom, at keast 18 manths
oid, before you start packing and o start ouk showly with
o large dog breed bk 8 Swissy, Bul | & slwans smased
&t their seemingly endless ensvgy. Even after biking ten
mabes carnpng 20 percent of ther weight, most Sensses
are ready bo do the Fke 2l over again, Dog that have
working abiity ame very important 1o thes breed because
il is a wiity breed. H the dogs lose the abiiy b0 do deaft
work or herding or packing, what makes Swissies unigue
will B0 e kosd. This is a debnet passiblity as more
and more people seem to want Bachy dogs that oniy do
confanmatxn,”

Wehile the breed does not hawe hegh population num-
bers—orly 715 were regetered with the AKC in 2008—
the breed faces some problems that sound famikar 1o
pecpke contemed dbout presenang the workeg abiltties
of breeds across the spectrum. “We need 10 SB8 more
breaders mvolved in workng events,” said Cammaody,
“There |5 simpty too much emphases an what wins in the
shaw ring and not encugh on the orignal pupose of the
breed. The Greater Swss Mountain Dog is 3 draft and
drover breed and struchurally it should appear as such.
Our beeed standard stabes thad Swisses ane staking, ir
colored, lange, powerfl confident dogs of sburdy appear-
ance. 1 is @ beindboned and welimuscled dog wiech, in
spite of #s size and weight, = aghe enough to predorm
the alpurpose faem duties of the mount regions of its
origin. We nesd to see morne dogs that it this descripbon
winning in Ehe show ring and we need fo sep those sama
dogs peceang that (fey have retained the abikty (o do the
tasks the breed was developed fo do. Without both the
confarmation called for in the standard and the abslity
1o do draff work, herding and packing woek, a lot of the
essence ol the: bréed o losd,” =




